Grade 6:

World History & Geography- Ancient Civilizations

History-Social Science Curriculum Review

State Standard

Developments,
Places & Events

People To Know

Vocabulary and
Terms

6.1 Students describe what is known through
archaeological studies of the early physical
and cultural development of humankind from
the Paleolithic era to the agricultural
revolution. (CST 1 Question)

1. Describe the hunter-gatherer societies, including
the development of tools and the use of fire.

2. ldentify the locations of human communities that
populated the major regions of the world and describe
how humans adapted to a variety of environments.

3. Discuss the climatic changes and human
modifications of the physical environment that gave
rise to the domestication of plants and animals and
new sources of clothing and shelter.

Sahara Desert,
nomadic Fire, Tools,
Hunter-Gather,
Agricultural
Revolution,
Technological
Improvements: The
Wheel, Weapons,
irrigation and early
agriculture Ice-Age
Walled Cities Nile
River Delta; Kush;
Mesopotamia, Indus
River Valley

Early Man (Stone Age)
for example: tools,
art & religion

Homo-Habilis; Homo
Erectus; Homo
Sapien; migration &
cooperation; Division
of labor,
domestication of
animals, adaptation &
Specialization;
archeology
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6.2 Students analyze the geographic,
political, economic, religious, and social
structures of the early civilizations of
Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Kush.

(CST 2 Questions)

1. Locate and describe the major river systems and
discuss the physical settings that supported
permanent settlement and early civilizations.

2. Trace the development of agricultural techniques
that permitted the production of economic surplus and
the emergence of cities as centers of culture and
power.

3. Understand the relationship between religion and
the social and political order in Mesopotamia and

Egypt.

Tigris, Euphrates, Nile,
Indus Rivers; Sumer,
Egypt, Thebes, Fertile
Crescent,
Mesopotamia, Babylon,
Assyria; Ziggurat,
Pharaoh, Pyramids;
Cuneiform,
Hieroglyphics,
papyrus; water
control; wheel,
Hammurabi's Code of
Laws

Sargon Mesopotamian
Conqueror,
Hammurabi, King of
Babylon; Gods:
Osiris, Ra, Horus;
Queen Hatshepsut
(only woman Pharaoh
of ancient Egypt)

Mesopotamia: The
Land Between Two
Rivers; Silt, flooding,
Plateau, Fertile
Crescent; polytheism,
monotheism, law code,
unification, conquest
and expansion;
Rosetta Stone (1798
discovery- 3
languages: 2 Egyptian
and 1 Greek decode
Hieroglyphics)

4. Know the significance of Hammurabi's Code.

Developments,
Places & Events

People To Know

Vocabulary and
Terms

5. Discuss the main features of Egyptian art and
architecture.

6. Describe the role of Egyptian trade in the eastern
Mediterranean and Nile valley.

7. Understand the significance of Queen Hatshepsut and
Ramses the Great.

8. Identify the location of the Kush civilization and
describe its political, commercial, and cultural
relations with Egypt.

9. Trace the evolution of language and its written
forms.

Great Pyramid at
Giza; Nubian Kingdom
of Kush (present day
Sudan), Nile Valley,
Nineveh: Capital of
Assyria; Social
pyramids

Nebuchadnezzar
(Babylon), King Tut
(Egypt)

Trade; mummification,
papyrus, scribe




State Standard

Developments,
Places & Events

People To Know

Vocabulary and
Terms

6.3 Students analyze the geographic,
political, economic, religious, and social
structures of the Ancient Hebrews.

(CST 3 Questions)

1. Describe the origins and significance of Judaism as
the first monotheistic religion based on the concept of
one God who sets down moral laws for humanity.

2. Identify the sources of the ethical teachings and
central beliefs of Judaism (the Hebrew Bible, the
Commentaries): belief in God, observance of law,
practice of righteousness, justice, & study; and
describe how these ideas reflect moral & ethical
views

3. Explain the significance of Abraham, Moses, Naomi,
Ruth, David, and Yohanan ben Zaccai in the
development of the Jewish religion.

10 Commandments
similar to
Hammurabi's Code;
Jordan River, Sea of
Galilee, Med. Sea,
Fertile Crescent &
Jericho; Exodus from
Egypt, 10
Commandment: moral
& Ethical law;
Passover Celebration,
Captivity: Babylon &
Assyria

Abraham: Father of
Jews & Arabs; Moses:
Led captives out of
Egypt; Jewish Kings:
Saul, David & Solomon
height of Kingdom of
Israel

Hebrews, Covenant,
Judaism, Ten
Commandments,
Synagogues, Bible,
Diaspora, prophets,
Sabbath Day, Exodus

4. Discuss the locations of the settlements and
movements of Hebrew peoples, including the Exodus
and their movement to and from Egypt, and outline the
significance of the Exodus to the Jewish and other
people.

5. Discuss how Judaism survived and developed
despite the continuing dispersion of much of the
Jewish population from Jerusalem and the rest of
Israel after the destruction of the second Temple in
A.D. 70.

Soloman's temple
Current conflict:
Israel v Palestine

desert, oasis, Torah,
diaspora
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6.4 Students analyze the geographic,
political, economic, religious, and social
structures of the early civilizations of
Ancient Greece. (CST 3 Questions)

1. Discuss the connections between geography and the
development of city-states in the region of the Aegean
Sea, including patterns of trade and commerce among

Greek city-states and within the wider Mediterranean
region.

2. Trace the transition from tyranny and oligarchy to
early democratic forms of government and back to
dictatorship in ancient Greece, including the
significance of the invention of the idea of citizenship
(e.g., from Pericles' Funeral Oration).

3. State the key differences between Athenian, or
direct, democracy and representative democracy.

Minoans (Early
Civilization on Crete),
Mycenaeans (warlike
borrowers), Aegean
Sea, City-States:
Athens & Sparta;
Golden Age of Greece:
Art, Literature,
Architecture;
Philosophy & ideas of
democracy; Mt.
Olympus

Pericles: Leader of
Athens during the
"Golden Age"; Plato,

Socrates, & Aristotle:

Greek Philosophers;
Alexander the Great:
Conqueror of the
East; Xerxes: King of
Persia

Polis (City), peninsula,
Cultural borrowing,
Tyrant, Aristocracy,
democracy;
Peloponnesian Wars,
Acropolis, (Athens vs
Sparta) drama

4. Explain the significance of Greek mythology to the
everyday life of people in the region and how Greek
literature continues to permeate our literature and
language today, drawing from Greek mythology
(Homer's lliad and Odyssey, and Aesop's Fables)

Developments,

People To Know

Vocabulary and

5. Outline the founding, expansion, and political
organization of the Persian Empire.

6. Compare and contrast life in Athens and Sparta,
with emphasis on their roles in the Persian and
Peloponnesian Wars.

7. Trace the rise of Alexander the Great and the
spread of Greek culture eastward and into Egypt.

8. Describe the enduring contributions of important
Greek figures in the arts and sciences (e.g., Hypatia,
Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Euclid, Thucydides).

Places & Events Terms
Greek identity: Greek Gods & Plagues, demagogues,
Myths, written Goddess: Zeus, multicultural,
language (from Poseidon, Athena mythology;

Phoenicians); Idea of
Olympic Games;
Persian Wars, Cultural
Diffusion East:
Hellenistic/Greek
Culture; coins, drama,
& art

Aphrodite, Apollo

Athens: Democratic;
Sparta: Warlike
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6.5 Students analyze the geographic,
political, economic, religious, and social
structures of the early civilizations of
India. (CST 2 Questions)

1. Locate and describe the major river system and
discuss the physical setting that sup-ported the rise
of this civilization.

2. Discuss the significance of the Aryan invasions.

3. Explain the major beliefs and practices of
Brahmanism in India and how they evolved into early
Hinduism.

Indus R. Ganges R.
(Holy) made life
possible, Himalayan
Mts., Indus Plain,
Harappa: First
evidence of
Civilization; Aryan
Priests: Belief in
Reincarnation; born
into Caste system

Indra: God of
Thunderstorms;
Untouchables
(impure); Buddha;

subcontinent;
Monsoon: 4 months of
rain; deforestation
causes flooding;
Aryan, reincarnation,
caste system

4. Outline the social structure of the caste system.

Developments,
Places & Events

People To Know

Vocabulary and
Terms

5. Know the life and moral teachings of Buddha and
how Buddhism spread in India, Ceylon, and Central
Asia.

6. Describe the growth of the Maurya empire and the
political and moral achievements of the emperor
Asoka.

7. Discuss important aesthetic and intellectual
traditions (e.g., Sanskrit literature, including the
Bhagavad Gita; medicine; metallurgy; and
mathematics, including Hindu-Arabic numerals and the
Zero).

Hinduism has 4
castes; Brahmans:
Priests, Scholars;
Kshatriyas: Rulers;
Vaisyas: Merchants,
Professionals; Sudras:
laborers; Buddhism:
relief from suffering

Siddartha Gautama
(Buddha); Ashoka:
used authority to
better the life of his
people; Maurya
Empire: united India
(cruelly)

Vedas/Vedic Period,
Karma, monk,
sanskrit




State Standard

Developments,
Places & Events

People To Know

Vocabulary and
Terms

6.6 Students analyze the geographic,
political, economic, religious, and social
structures of the early civilizations of
China. (CST 2 Questions)

1. Locate and describe the origins of Chinese
civilization in the Huang-He Valley during the Shang
Dynasty.

2. Explain the geographic features of China that made
governance and the spread of ideas and goods difficult
and served to isolate the country from the rest of the
world.

3. Know about the life of Confucius and the
fundamental teachings of Confucianism and Taoism.

North China Plain,
Great Wall of China,
Huang-He River Valley,
Shang Dynasty,
Confucianism:
Respect of children
toward their parents,
respect rulers, What
does good person do?
Invention of paper

Fu Hao: "Lady Hao";
Laotzu: Founder of
Taoism (The Way)

loess: yellow silt,
Dynasty- period of
imperial rule,
provinces: political
division of China,
Confucianism: Chinese
philosophy

4. Identify the political and cultural problems
prevalent in the time of Confucius and how he sought
to solve them.

Developments,
Places & Events

People To Know

Vocabulary and
Terms

5. List the policies and achievements of the emperor
Shi Huangdi in unifying northern China under the Qin
Dynasty.

6. Detail the political contributions of the Han Dynasty
to the development of the imperial bureaucratic state
and the expansion of the empire.

7. Cite the significance of the trans-Eurasian "silk
roads" in the period of the Han Dynasty and Roman
Empire and their locations.

8. Describe the diffusion of Buddhism northward to
China during the Han Dynasty.

Qin Dynasty, The Silk
Road, The Han
Dynasty-
contemporary with
the Roman Empire

Shihuangdi: First to
build the Great Wall

Emperor, The tomb of
clay soldiers; silk
making, famine and
seismograph
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6.7 Students analyze the geographic,
political, economic, religious, and social
structures during the development of Rome.
(CST 3 Questions)

1. Identify the location and describe the rise of the
Roman Republic, including the importance of such

mythical and historical figures as Aeneas, Romulus
and Remus, Cincinnatus, Julius Caesar, and Cicero.

2. Describe the government of the Roman Republic and
its significance (e.g., written constitution and
tripartite government, checks and balances, civic
duty).

3. Identify the location of and the political and
geographic reasons for the growth of Roman
territories and expansion of the empire, including how
the empire fostered economic growth through the use
of currency and trade routes.

Rome, Sicily, Latium
Plain, Tiber R., Alps
Mts.; The Latin
language, The Forum,
Carthage (Punic
Wars), Gaul (Present
day France)

Romulus and Remus,
Julius Caesar,
Cleopatra, Augustus,
Livy, Cicero

Plebeian, Patrician,
Republic, Senate,
Twelve Tablets,
Tribunes, Consuls,
Representatives

4. Discuss the influence of Julius Caesar and Augustus
in Rome's transition from republic to empire.

Developments,
Places & Events

People To Know

Vocabulary and
Terms

5. Trace the migration of Jews around the
Mediterranean region and the effects of their conflict
with the Romans, including the Romans' restrictions
on their right to live in Jerusalem.

6. Note the origins of Christianity in the Jewish
Messianic prophecies, the life and teachings of Jesus
of Nazareth as described in the New Testament, and
the contribution of St. Paul the Apostle to the
definition and spread of Christian beliefs

7. Describe the circumstances that led to the spread
of Christianity in Europe and other Roman territories.

8. Discuss the legacies of Roman art and architecture,
technology and science, literature, language, and law.

Judea, Bethlehem,
Nazareth, Palestine,
Constantinople and
the Bzyantine Empire

Jesus, Peter, Paul,
Emperors Diocletian
and Constantine

Pax Romana,
Aqueduct, Pantheon,
Colosseum, apostles,
polytheistic,
monotheistic,
Christianity, New
Testament, Messiah,
Roman Catholicism,
Eastern Orthodox,
Architecture: Domes
and Arches




