Cuban Missile Crisis Primary Sources

Standard:

Trace the origins and geopolitical consequences (foreign and domestic) of the Cold War
and containment policy, including the following: The Bay of Pigs invasion and the
Cuban Missile Crisis.

“We saw as never before the meaning and responsibility in the power of the United
States, the power of the President, the responsibility we had to people around the globe
who had never heard of us, who had never heard of our country or of the men sitting in
that room determining their fate, making a decision which would influence whether they
would live or die.”

Robert F. Kennedy “Thirteen Day: A Memoir of the Cuban Missile Crisis”

“I found myself in the difficult position of having to decide on a course of action which

would answer the American threat but which would also avoid war. Any fool can start a
war, and once he’s done so, even the wisest of men are helpless to stop it —especially if

it’s a nuclear war.”

Nikita Khrushchev, Khrushchev Remembers
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SENSITIVE 20 February 1962

Progrem Review
by Brig, Gen, Lansdale

THEE CUBA PRQJECT

The Goal, In keeping with the spirit of the Presideatial memorandum
of 30 Novembar 1961, the United States will help the people of Cuba over-
throw the Communist regime from witkin Cuba and institute a new govern-
ment with which the United States can live iz peace.

Thae Situation. We still know too little about the real situation inside
Cuba, altnough we are taking energetic steps to learn maore. However,
some salient facte are known, It 13 known that the Communist regime is
an active Sinc-Scviet spearhead in our Hemisphere and that Communist
controls inside Cuba are sevare. Also, there is evidence that the repres-
sive measures of the Communists, together with disappaintments in
Castra's economic dependency on the Communigt formula, have resulted
in ar anti-regime atmosphere amonyg the Cuban people which makes a
resistance program a distinct and present possibility.

X Time is running against us. The Cuban pecple feel helpless and are
< losing hope fast. They need symbols 3f inside resistance and of ocutside
interest scon. They need something they can join with the hope of starting
to work surely rowards overtirow:ng tha ragime. Since late November, we
have been working hard to re-orient the cperational concepts within the U. S.
government and to develap the hard intelligence and operavicnal assecrs
required far success in our task,

The next Natiozal Intelligence Estimate on Guba (NIE 85-62) promises
tc be a useful document dealing with our practical needs and with due
recognition of the spareity of hard facts. The neesds of the Cuba project,

48 it goes into operation, plus the increasing U.S. capability for intelligenca
collection, should permit more freguent estimates for our guidance. These
will be prepared cn a periodic basis,

Premise i Actica. Americans cnce ran a successful revolution. [t
was run from within, and succeeded Decause there was timely and strong
political, ecorvmic, anc malitiry hely by nationa cusside who suppcriad
OuT cause. Using this same concept of revolution from within, we must
now help the Cuban people to stunp out tyranny and gain their liberty.

On 18 Jaruary, the Chief of Gperations assigned thirty-two tasks o
Cepariraents and Agencies of the U, 5. government, in order o pravice
4 realigtic ceseRsment and zrezaration of U, 5. capab:ilities. The Attocrrey
General aed the Special Group were apprised of this action. The answess
received on 15 February proviced the bas:s for planmng a realistic course
of acticn., The answera alac revealed that the courae af action must con-
tain conrinuing coordinaticn and firm overall guidance.

The sourse of action set forth herein le reallstic within present cpera-
tional estimates and :ntelligence., Actually, it represents the maximum

target timing which the gperaiiona. seople jointly cansidered Zeasible. It
airns for a4 revolt which can take place in Cubda by Octcber 13762, Itis a
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