
Cuban Missile Crisis Primary Sources 
 
Standard: 
Trace the origins and geopolitical consequences (foreign and domestic) of the Cold War 
and containment policy, including the following:  The Bay of Pigs invasion and the 
Cuban Missile Crisis. 
 
“We saw as never before the meaning and responsibility in the power of the United 
States, the power of the President, the responsibility we had to people around the globe 
who had never heard of us, who had never heard of our country or of the men sitting in 
that room determining their fate, making a decision which would influence whether they 
would live or die.” 
Robert F. Kennedy “Thirteen Day: A Memoir of the Cuban Missile Crisis” 
 
“I found myself in the difficult position of having to decide on a course of action which 
would answer the American threat but which would also avoid war. Any fool can start a 
war, and once he’s done so, even the wisest of men are helpless to stop it –especially if 
it’s a nuclear war.” 
Nikita Khrushchev, Khrushchev Remembers 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/nsa/publications/cmc/cmcdoc1.html 


