
Reconstruction Primary Source Documents 
 
Standard: 
 
Understand the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments to the Constitution 
and analyze their connection to Reconstruction. 
 
“Section. 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of 
President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the United 
States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a member of 
Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or 
as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution of the United 
States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or 
comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, 
remove such disability.”  
Section 3 of the 14th Amendment to the Constitution Ratification was completed on July 
9, 1868 
 
 

 
“The First Vote” A.R. Waud, Wood Engraving 1867 
 
 
“The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude.” 
Section 1 of the 15th Amendment to the Constitution ratified February 3, 1870 
 
 
 


