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Arthur Costa’s Levels of Questioning 

 
             
 
Level One     answers are explicitly stated in the text 
      one single correct answer 
 
Examples     defining, describing, identifying,  
      listing, naming, observing, reciting 
 
             
Level Two     answers are implicitly stated in the text 
      read between the lines- INFERENCE 
      usually one correct answer 
 
Examples     analyzing, comparing, contrasting, grouping, 
      inferring, sequencing, synthesizing 
 
             
Level Three     answers are not stated in the text 
      many possible answers-if it can be justified  
      by evidence from the text 
      answer lies beyond the text 
 
Examples     applying a principle, evaluating, judging, 

hypothesizing, imagining, predicting, 
speculating 
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